Procedures 33: Merge Files of Backups, Copies and Various Seasons

O830 fAB

Collect absolutely everything in one big folder, eg. "A16 complete". Rename each directory if there already is one of the same name.

Burn this to DVD before doing anything to the data.

get Total Commander (old Windows Commander) preferably at least version 6 and Dupehunter Pro, NoteTab

separate directories using TC, all O together, D, E, I, G, exogen, extra-canonical, ballast. Rename each directory if there already is one of the same name.

take D and E and put them away or delete them, you will not need them again, since you will be running all the programs from scratch at the end.

run DupeHunter on all the O directories together, and indiscriminately delete all but one of the copies (button 1. + Delete).

Create a new, empty tree with all the subdirectories needed, esp in O.

With TC go through all the O and place all the G and R files in the clean tree. This is done by opening the dirty O\G on the left and the clean O\G on the right, and then using 'synchronize directories' copy the ones missing on the right, delete the identical ones on the left, and go through each of the unequal files using right-click and 'Compare...' then deleting the older file. At the end you should have an O\G and an O\R that are clean and have the latest copy of every O\G and O\R from the dirty tree. At this point save the O tree in another place as 'O - Reserve - DATE' so you have it to replace the O when you are running the files.

Delete all the dir.txt, filelist.txt, *.!, *.$ and *.!NS files as they are useless. Go through all the I directories and rename all the *.- to *.j and all the *.-r to *.r. This will be complicated, since often there is already one of that name. Make subdirectories for those files. 

Go through the same process with all of the I, G, exogen, extra-canonical and ballast, where at the end you will have a clean tree containing the latest of all of the files that were present in the dirty tree. Delete the dirty tree and make a DVD of the new clean tree. Then run the programs.
